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Plainfield Public Schools 

English Language Arts 

Curriculum Unit 

 

Grade 5 

Unit of Study 3 

Pacing 5-7 Weeks 

Unit Overview In this unit, students will focus on reading literature and composing 
opinion pieces. By the completion of this unit, students should have 
a better understanding of how to identify and analyze figurative 
language, compare and contrast two or more characters, settings or 
events in a story or drama drawing on specific details from the text 
and identify the meaning of words and phrases within the text. 
Additionally, students should understand how to create engaging 
opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with 
reasons and information. After working on a variety of activities, the 
unit will culminate in a final product, which asks students to create a 
presentation using the skills taught over the course of the unit. By 
the end of this unit, students will have completed a core requirement 
for their writing portfolio (W.5.1). 
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UNIT STANDARDS 

 
COMMON CORE N.J. PRIORITY STANDARDS 
 
Reading Literature: 
 

RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in 
a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how 
characters interact). 

 
RL.5.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative language such as metaphors and similes. 
 
RL.5.7 Analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the 
meaning, tone, or beauty of a text (e.g., graphic novel, multimedia 
presentation of fiction, folktale, myth, and poem). 

 
Writing: 
 

W.5.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view 
with reasons and information. 
 
a. Introduce a topic and text clearly, state an opinion, and create an 

organizational structure in which ideas are logically grouped to support 
the writer’s purpose. 

b. Provide logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts and 
details. 

 
c. Link opinion and reasons using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., 

consequently, specifically). 
 
d. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion 

presented. 
 
 
W.5.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and 
organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  (Grade-
specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.) 
 

SUPPORTING STANDARDS 
 
Reading Literature: 

RL.5.9 Compare and contrast stories in the same genre (e.g., mysteries and 
adventure stories) on their approaches to similar themes and topics. 
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RL.5.10 By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the grades 4-5 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently. 
 

Reading Informational Text: 
RI.5.5 Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, 
cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in two 
or more texts. 
 
RI.5.6 Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important 
similarities and differences in the point of view they represent. 
 

Writing: 
W.5.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach. 
 
W.5.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection and research. 
 
W.5.9a Apply grade 5 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and 
contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or a drama, 
drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., how characters interact]”).  
 
W.5.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 
and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range 
of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 

Reading Foundations: 
RF.5.3 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding 
words. 
 
RF.5.3a Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, 
syllabication patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately 
unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and out of context. 
 
RF.5.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
 
RF.5.4a Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 
 
RF.5.4b Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, 
and expression. 
 
RF.5.4c Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and 
understanding, rereading as necessary. 
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Language: 
 

L.5.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 
and usage when writing and speaking. 
 
L.5.1b Form and use the perfect (e.g., I had walked; I have walked; I will have 
walked) verb tenses. 
 
L.5.1d Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb tense.* 
 
L.5.1e Use correlative conjunctions (e.g., either/or, neither/nor). 
 
L.5.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
 
L.5.2b Use a comma to separate an introductory element from the rest of the 
sentence. 
 
L.5.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading or listening. 
 
L.5.3a Expand, combine, and reduce sentences for meaning, reader/listener 
interest, and style. 
 
L.5.3b Compare and contrast the varieties of English (e.g., dialects, registers) 
used in stories, dramas, or poems. 
 
L.5.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings. 
 
L.5.5a Interpret figurative language, including similes and metaphors, in context. 
 

Speaking and Listening: 
 

SL.5.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
 
SL.5.1c Pose and respond to specific questions by making comments that 
contribute to the discussion and elaborate on the remarks of others. 
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“UNWRAPPED” Power Standards 

 
Reading Literature 
 

RL.5.3 COMPARE and CONTRAST two or more characters, settings, or events 
in a story or drama, DRAWING on specific details in the text (e.g., how 
characters interact). 
 
RL.5.4DETERMINE the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative language such as metaphors and similes. 
 

Writing 
 
W.5.1 WRITE opinion pieces on topics and texts SUPPORTING a point of view 
with reasons and information.  
 
W.5.4 PRODUCE clear and coherent writing in which the development and 
organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
 

 

“Unwrapped” Skills 
(students need to be able to do) 

“Unwrapped” Concepts 
(students need to know) 

DOK 
Levels 

POWER STANDARD: RL.5.3 

COMPARE  
 
 
CONTRAST 
 
 
USING 

two or more characters, setting or 
events in a story, drama  
 
two or more characters, setting or 
events in a story, drama  
 
specific details from texts 

2, 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Students Know: 
 

 Compare means to identify similarities between two or more ideas. 

 Contrast means to identify differences between two or more ideas. 

 Characters can be compared and contrasted based on their thoughts, words, 
actions, decisions, physical attributes, and interactions with others. 

 Settings can be compared and contrasted based on the time and place. 

 Events can be compared and contrasted based on the characters, action, and 
impact on other events in the sequence of a story or drama. 
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Students Can: 
 

 Compare and contrast two or more characters in a story or drama, drawing on 
specific details in the text regarding the character’s thoughts, words, actions, 
decisions, physical attributes, or interactions with others. 

 Compare and contrast two or more settings in a story or drama, drawing on 
specific details in the text regarding the time or place. 

 Compare and contrast two or more events in of a story or drama, drawing on 
specific details in the text regarding the characters, action, or impact on other 
events in the sequence of a story or drama. 

 
 
 

 

 
POWER STANDARD:RL.5.4 

DETERMINE 
 

 

The meaning of words and phrases  
In a text including: 

 figurative language 

 metaphors 

 similes.  
 

3 

Students Know: 
 

 Figurative language is words or phrases in which the meaning is not the literal 
meaning of the words, but a different meaning implied by them. 

 Metaphors and similes are examples of figurative language. 

 Metaphors are comparisons of two things that are different in most ways but alike 
in one important way without using “like” or “as” (e.g., time is a thief). 

 Similes are comparisons of two things that are different in most ways but alike in 
one important way using the words “like,” or “as” (e.g., as brave as a lion). 

 
Students Can: 
 

 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in text by using 
reading strategies such as context clues. 

 Identify examples of figurative language in text and determine what they mean. 

 Distinguish between literal meaning and figurative meaning in text. 
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POWER STANDARD: W.5.1 

WRITE 
 
SUPPORTING 
 
 

Opinions 
 
A point of view with reasons and 
information 
 
 

4 

Students Know: 

 An argument expresses a point of view supported by reasons and information.  
 Reasons are logical arguments drawn from facts that support the writer's opinion.  
 Arguments express a point of view or attempt to persuade readers to agree with 

a position. 

Students Can: 

 Gather information to support a logical argument on a topic or a text.  
 Determine relevant reasons and information to support a point of view. 

Compose an argument with reasons and information that clearly support a specific point 
of view. 
 

POWER STANDARDS: W.5.4 

      PRODUCE Clear and coherent writing in which 

the development and organization 

are appropriate to: 

 task,  

 purpose 

 audience 

 

4 

Students Know: 

 

 They must include a thesis and topic sentence in their writing to convey the main 

idea in a writing and paragraph. 

 Traditional writings include paragraphs, including an introduction and conclusion. 

 

Students Can: 

 

 Develop thesis statements that clearly state the topic, task or purpose of a paper. 
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 Develop topic sentences that state the main idea, task or purpose of each 

paragraph in a paper. 

 Define paragraphs within a composed piece of writing, including an introduction 

and conclusion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Unit Vocabulary Terms 

“Unwrapped” Power Standards 
Concepts 

Supporting Standards Concepts and 
Other Unit-Specific Terms  

Compare 
Contrast 
Characters 
Settings 
Events 
Figurative Language 
Metaphor 
Similes 
Experiences 
Description 
Event sequence 
Transition words 
Phrases/clauses 
Concrete words 
Sensory detail 
Conclusion 
Analyze 
Literal from non-literal language 
Sensory language 

Culture 
Diversity 

     Folk Tale 
     Ellis Island 
     Immigrants 

Context 
Plan writing 
Revise writing 
Edit writing 
Rewrite 
Collaborative discussion 
Visual elements 
Multimedia elements 
Text structure 
Text chronology 
Text cause/effect 
Text problem/solution 
Point of view 
Correlative conjunctions 
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Temporal words or phrase 
Traditional words, phrases and clauses 
Organization 
Opinion 
Facts 
Details 
Reasons 
 
 
 

Verb tense 
Vocabulary for poem: 
•brazen 
•exile 
•pomp 
•wretched 
•teeming 
•refuse 
•tempest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Essential Questions  Corresponding Big Ideas 

How does comparing and 
contrasting help readers 
understand a fictional text? 
 
Why do writers use metaphors and 
similes? 
 
 
 
How does the author of an opinion 
piece support his/her point of 
view? 
 

Comparing and contrasting text helps the 
reader think critically about the 
connections between characters. 
 
Writers use similes to explain things, to 
express emotion, and to make their 
writing more vivid and entertaining. 
 
 
An author of an opinion piece can support 
their point of view by stating an opinion 
thesis statement and providing reasons to 
support their opinion with facts and 
details. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



10 
 

Plainfield Public School District 

Unit Assessments 
 

Pre-Assessment 

 
 

Plainfield Public Schools 
 Pre-Assessment 

 
 

Post-Assessment 

 
New Jersey Model Curriculum Unit Three Assessment 

 
Essential Questions Post-Assessment 

 
 

Scoring Guides and Answer Keys 

 
See Unit Assessment Planner 
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Engaging Learning Experiences 

 
Engaging Scenario 

 

The United Nations of Young Scholars is hosting an event to promote 
cultural diversity. The theme is “Journey to America,” commemorating those 
who immigrated to America from other countries. They have asked the fifth 
grade students at your school, to write a story that pertains to the theme of 
immigration. If your story is selected it will be placed in the commemorative 
book that will be given out of the celebration!  
 

 

 

Performance Task Synopses 

 
TASK 1: Comparing Folktales 
Read two folk tales from different countries. Compare and contrast the setting, 
characters, and events and write a short summary. 

 
TASK 2:Virtual Tour 
Use a K-W-L chart while taking a Virtual Tour of Ellis Island. Take notes to guiding 
questions and summarize new understandings. 
 
TASK 3: Close Reading of a Poem 
Read the poem “The New Colossus” and chart the meanings of the figurative 
language and unfamiliar phrases. 
 
TASK 4: Write an Opinion 
Write an opinion piece about immigrating to the United States. 
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Performance Task # 1 
In Detail 

Power Standards 
 

RL.5.3  

W.5.4 

Supporting Standards: 

RL.5.9, RL.5.10, RF.5.4, L.5.2, L.5.3, SL.5.1 

 

Task 1 Detailed: 

Folktales are stories passed on from one person to the next by word of mouth or by oral 

tradition. In order to appreciate diverse cultures and traditions you will read two folktales 

and compare and contrast the story elements. 

1. Review the elements of folktales with your teacher. Note characteristics typically found 

in folktales. 

2. Select two folk tales from different countries to read. You may work with a partner and 

share the folk tales. 

3. Discuss with your partner the ways the folk tales were different and alike. 

4. Complete the folktale comparison chart. 

5. Write a paragraph summarizing your findings. The paragraph should describe the 

similarities and differences in the folktales.  Use your chart to help you complete the 

summary.  
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Performance Task # 1 Scoring Guide 

 

4 3 2 1 

 All “Proficient”  
criteria met 
plus: 
 

 Compare and 
contrasted two 
folktales using the 
chart 
 

 Used specific 
details found in 
the story 
 
 

 Wrote a summary 
that detailed the 
similarities and 
differences 
 

 Produced clear 
and coherent 
summary in which 
the development 
and organization 
were appropriate 
to task. 
 
 

 Conventional 
English grammar 
and punctuation 
in summary. 

 Meets _4_ 
of the 
“Proficient” 
(3) criteria 

 Meets fewer 
than 4 of the 
“Proficient” (3) 
criteria 

 Task to be 
repeated after 
re-teaching 

 Comments: 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
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Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Power Standards 

Specific to Task #1 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #1 

 
 Check all those that apply to the 

task: 
 

❑  Technology/multimedia 

       ❑  Math 

❑  Science 

❑  Social Studies 

       ❑  Art/Music 

√Other: 
     SL.5.1 

 
 

 

 Check all those that apply for each task: 
 

√Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

√Curiosity and Imagination 
√Innovation and Creativity 

❑Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑Flexibility and Adaptability 

√Effective Oral and Written Communication 
√Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Performance Task # 2 
In Detail 

Power Standard: 
W.5.4 

 
Supporting Standards: 

RI.5.5, RI.5.6, W.5.9, W.5.10, L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.3, SL.5.1 
 
Task 2 Detailed: Virtual Tour 
 
1. You will learn what immigrants had to go through in order to live in the United States by 
taking a virtual tour of Ellis Island. First, look at the photographs of the port of entry to Ellis 
Island.(see resources) 

 Discuss what you think may be happening in these photographs with your group. 

 What questions do you have about the photographs? 
 
2. Complete the K-W part of the K-W-L chart on Ellis Island after your teacher has given 
you a very brief introduction on immigrants and Ellis Island 
 
3. Go to the Virtual Tour of Ellis Island. Jot down new information you discovered to fill in 
the W of your K-W-L chart. At each stop on the tour turn and talk to your partner to reflect 
on what you see and to share questions you may have. Be sure to look at the videos and 
photos at each stop. Keep a page to take notes that will be used to complete your K-W-L 
chart. 
 

http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/tour/index.htm 
 
Note to teacher: This tour may be shown on the Promethean Board and may take several days to complete. 

 
4. Using your K-W-L chart and notes from the tour, write a short summary of what you have 
learned about Ellis Island and immigration.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/tour/index.htm
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Performance Task # 2 Scoring Guide 

 

4 3 
 

2 
 

1 

 All 
“Proficient” 
criteria 
plus: 

 

 Completed all 
parts of the K-W-
L chart 

 New learning is 
appropriately 
noted under the 
“L” of the  
K-W-L chart and 
related to key 
concepts of the 
tour. 

 Produced clear 
and well 
developed 
summary. 

 Use a variety of 
transitional words, 
phrases, and/or 
clauses to 
manage the 
sequence of 
events. 

 Demonstrated 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling when 
writing. 

 Meets _4_ 
of the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 

 Meets fewer than 
_4_of the 
“Proficient” criteria 

 Task to be 
repeated after re-
teaching 

 Comments: 
 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
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Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Power Standards 

Specific to Task #2 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #2 

 
Check all those that apply to the task: 
 

√  Technology/multimedia 

          8.1.4.E.2    
          8.1.4.E.1    

❑  Math 

❑  Science 

√  Social Studies 
            6.1.8.B.1.a 
           6.1.8.B.1.b 
           6.1.8..B.2.a 

❑  Art/Music 

❑Other: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Check all those that apply for each task: 
 

❑Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

❑Curiosity and Imagination 

❑Innovation and Creativity 

√Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑Flexibility and Adaptability 

√Effective Oral and Written Communication 
√Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Performance Task # 3 

In Detail 

 
Power Standard: 

RL.5.4. 

 
Supporting Standards: 
 

RL.5.10, RF.5.3, RF.5.3a, RF.5.4a-c, L.5.3, L.5.3b, L.5.5a, SL.5.1, SL.5.1c 
 

Task 3 Detailed: 
 

Note to teacher: It is suggested that you give some background on the poem and review key vocabulary. Read 
the poem to the class with expression prior to having the students work with partners or independently. Lessons 
on figurative language should be taught prior to completing this task. Each task has a printable resource located 
in the resource section. This activity should take several days to complete.  

 

Close Reading Activity 
 
Reading 1 

1. Read the poem “The New Colossus.”   Jot down questions you have about the 
poem as you read and paraphrase the sections in your own words.  

 

Reading 2 
2.  Figurative Language deepens and enriches our understanding of the text. 

Read the poem, The New Colossus, by Emma Lazarus and take note of figurative 

language found in the poem. Use the figurative language chart your teacher gives 

you and sketch what you visualize. Share your findings with your group and discuss 

your reasoning. 

Reading 3 

3.  Read the poem and complete text coding as your read as follows: 

 = I like this part. 

 ? = I am confused/I don’t get it. 

* = I made a connection 

Discuss your coding with a partner and explain your coding. 
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Performance Task # 3 Scoring Guide 

 

4 3 
 

2 
 

1 

 All 
“Proficient” 
criteria 
plus: 

 

 Paraphrased 
appropriately in 
reading 1 of poem 

 Determined the 
meaning of 
figurative 
language such as 
metaphors and 
similes 

 Interpretation of 
poem reflects 
appropriate 
understanding of 
word phrases. 

  Completed all parts 
of text coding to 
deepen 
understanding 
 

 Meets 
_3__ of 
the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 

 Meets fewer than 
3of the “Proficient” 
criteria 

  
Task to be repeated 
after re-teaching 

 Comments: 
 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
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Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Power Standards 

Specific to Task #3 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #3 

Check all those that apply to the task: 
 

❑  Technology/multimedia 

❑  Math 

❑  Science 

√ Social Studies 
            6.1.8.B.1.a 
           6.1.8.B.1.b 
           6.1.8..B.2.a 

❑  Art/Music 

❑Other: 

     
 
 
 
 

 Check all those that apply for each task: 
 

√Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

❑Curiosity and Imagination 

❑Innovation and Creativity 

√Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑Flexibility and Adaptability 

√Effective Oral and Written Communication 
√Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Performance Task # 4 
In Detail 

Priority Standards 
W.5.1 
W.5.4 

Supporting Standards 
W.5.1, W.5.5, W.5.9, W.5.10, L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.3, SL.5.1 
 

Task 4 Detailed:  Write a Opinion 
 
1. Select one of the following topics to write about: 
 

Option 1 
Many immigrants left their homes to come to the United States for a better life. 
Would you leave behind your friends and family and all that you know to live in a 
place that may provide you a better life? Use details from Task 2 and other reading 
to support your opinion. Must include 3 facts and details to support the reasons. 
  
Option 2 
Maybe you, or someone you know, came to the United States as an immigrant. 
Would you recommend someone to leave their country to live in the United States 
like you or someone you know did? Must include 3 facts and details to support the 
reasons. 

 
2. Work with a partner who is writing on the same option. Discuss what you plan to write 
about and your thoughts on the topic. Be sure that discussions help clarify any questions 
each partner may have.  
 
3. Now it’s time to write your first draft independently. Make sure you introduce your topic 
clearly, state your opinion and create an organizational structure. Your piece should also 
provide logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts and details, use words, 
phrases and clauses that link opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding statement or 
section related to your opinion.  
 
4. You will read this draft to your partner once it’s completed and your partner will provide 
feedback. Be sure to give your partner positive feedback as well as a suggestion for 
improving their writing piece. 
 
5. Continue to revise and edit your opinion piece. Use your partner as a resource for peer 
editing. You will have a conference with your teacher prior to writing the final draft. 
 
6. Publish your writing. 

 
Performance Task # 4 Scoring Guide 
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4 3 
 

2 
 

1 

 All 
“Proficient” 
criteria plus: 

 

 Stated 
more than 
3 facts 
and 
details for 
each 
reason. 

 Wrote an opinion 
pieces on topics or   
texts clearly. 
 

 Stated an opinion 
 

 Created an 
organizational 
structure 

 

 Used facts and 
details to support 
reasons. 
 

  Used phrases, 
words and clauses 
to link opinion and 
reasons. 
 

 Provided conclusion 
 

 

 Demonstrated 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling when 
writing. 
 

 Meets _5-
6__ of the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 

 Meets fewer than 
5 of the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 Task to be 
repeated after re-
teaching 

 Comments: 
 

 
Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Power Standards 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #4 
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Research-Based Effective  
Teaching Strategies 

21st Century Learning Skills 

 Check all those that apply to the unit: 
 
√Identifying Similarities and Differences 
√Summarizing and Note Taking 
√Reinforcing Effort, Providing Recognition 

❑Homework and Practice 

√Nonlinguistic Representations 

❑Cooperative Learning 

√Setting Objectives, Providing Feedback 

❑Generating and Testing Hypotheses 

√Cues, Questions, and Advance Organizers 
√Interdisciplinary Non-Fiction Writing 

 Check all those that apply to the unit: 
 

√Teamwork and Collaboration 
√  Initiative and Leadership 
√Curiosity and Imagination 
√Innovation and Creativity 
√Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑Flexibility and Adaptability 

√Effective Oral and Written Communication 
√Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑Other 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Specific to Task #4 

 Check all those that apply to the 
task: 

 

❑  Technology/multimedia 

❑  Math 

❑  Science 

❑  Social Studies 

❑  Art/Music 

X Other: 

    SL.5.1 
     

 

 Check all those that apply for each task: 
 

❑Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

√Curiosity and Imagination 
√Innovation and Creativity 

❑Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑Flexibility and Adaptability 

√Effective Oral and Written Communication 
√Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Differentiation 

Strategies 

(Additional Supports + 
Enrichment) 

Intervention 
Strategies 

(Tiers, 1, 2, 3) 

Specially Designed 
Instruction for 

Special Education 
Students 

Strategies for English 
Language Learners 

-Think Alouds 

 Students read text 
aloud. As they read 
they pause to 
discuss what was 
read. 

-Say Something 

 Students read text 
aloud in portions. 
They pause to all 
“say something” 
about the text. 

-Guided Questions 

 Who? When? 
Where? What? 
Why? Questions 
asked on the level of 
the students 
understanding.  

 
Enrichment: 

 Pick higher level 
books  

 Choose higher level 
guided questions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tier 1 
-Divide instruction into 
shortened segments and 
provide feedback to 
students before moving to 
the segment. 
 
--Use visuals, charts, and 
models for concept 
reinforcement. 
 
-Provide varied texts or 
supplementary materials at 
different levels of reading 
difficulty. 
 
Tier 2 
--Explain clearly each 
academic task and the 
specific criteria needed to 
successfully complete the 
task 
 
-Use frequent monitoring to 
assess the progress and 
non-progress made by 
students 
 
-Stop often to summarize 
the key elements in a 
lesson. 
 
Tier 3 
-Divide instruction into 
shortened segments and 
provide feedback to 
students before moving to 
the next segment. 
 
-Pause during instruction to 
ask questions and check 
students’ levels of 
understanding or any 
misunderstandings of 
content. 
 
-Read, stop, and reread to 
check accuracy and clarify 
meaning of text. 
 

-Review I.E.P. to develop 
specific interventions and 
strategies for those 
students with Special 
Needs. 
 
-Below are some 
suggestions: 

 Alter the 
environment to 
provide low-
distraction work 
areas. 

 Break assignment 
into short, 
sequential steps. 

 Create a safe 
environment for 
learning by 
employing 
effective 
motivational 
techniques. 
 
 

-Visual Associations: 

 Vocabulary Center 

 Marzano’s Vocabulary 
with squares diagram 

 Reread to reinforce 
vocabulary 

-Small group instruction or 
work: 

 Hear thought 
provoking questions 
to promote 
interaction. 

 Do follow up activities 
using different formats 
and materials. 

 Use graphic 
organizers. 
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Instructional Resources and Materials 

 
Physical 

Use any folk tales in your classroom, or these books: 
 
African Folktales 

 The Leopard Man 

 The Two Friends 
 
Asian Folktales 

 The Beggar and the Miser 

 Wang the Peddler 

Australian Folktales 

 Dinewan the emu, and Goomblegubbon the bustard 

 Wayambeh the turtle 

European Folktales 

 Prince Kindhearted 

 Brabo and the Giant 
 
 
Wonders Resources: 
 
Folk tales 

Literature Anthology 
Unit 2 Where the Mountain Meets the Moon 118-133 
Unit 2 The Princess and the Pea 134-137 
Unit 2 Blancaflor 156-171 
Unit 4 Davy Crockett Saves the World 262-277 
Unit 4 How Grandmother Spider Stole the Sun 278-281 
Unit 6 Why the Evergreen Trees Never Lose Their Leaves 486-489 
 
Reading/Writing Workshop 
Unit 2 A Modern Cinderella 108-117 
Unit 2 The Magical Lost Brocade 136-145 
Unit 4 How Mighty Kate Stopped the Train 238-247 
 
Ellis Island 

Literature Anthology 
The following references provide an introduction to the standard, discussing the 
immigrant experience. 
Unit 3 They Don’t Mean It 182-195 
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Unit 3 Where Did That Come From? 196-197 
 
Immigration 

Literature Anthology 
Unit 3 They Don’t Mean It 182-195 
Unit 3 Where Did That Come From? 196-197 
 
 
Lucy Calkins Units of Study 
Unit 4:The Research-Based Argument Essay 

Technology-Based 
 

https://www.teachervision.com/tv/printables/TCR/1557345902_10.pdf 

(Folktale comparison chart-Task 1) 
 
 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/activities/port/ho1.html 
http://purehistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/ellis_island_leaving.gif.jpeg 

(Photographs of Port of Entry to Ellis Island-Task 2) 
 
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/tour/stop2.htm 

(TASK 2-Virtual Tour of Ellis Island) 
 
https://www.teachervision.com/tv/printables/TCR/1557342344_51-52.pdf 

(Poem- TASK 3) 
 
 
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/immigration/pdf/teacher_guide.pdf 
 
https://www.bcpss.org/bbcswebdav/institution/CURRICULUM/LITERACY%20CURRICULUM/CCSS%20Exemplar%20Lessons/City
%20Schools_Grade%205_Lesson%20Set%20One_Student%20Sheets.pdf 

(Close Reading forms for figurative language and text coding-TASK 3) 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional Resources: 
 
http://www.abcteach.com/free/w/writingprompts_ellisisland.pdf 
Several writing prompts to support deeper concepts and understandings of unit 
 
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/immigration/pdf/teacher_guide.pdf 
 

Folktale Links: 
http://www.pantheon.org/areas/folklore/folktales/ 
 
http://www.worldoftales.com/folktales.html 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.teachervision.com/tv/printables/TCR/1557345902_10.pdf
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/activities/port/ho1.html
http://purehistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/ellis_island_leaving.gif.jpeg
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/tour/stop2.htm
https://www.teachervision.com/tv/printables/TCR/1557342344_51-52.pdf
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/immigration/pdf/teacher_guide.pdf
https://www.bcpss.org/bbcswebdav/institution/CURRICULUM/LITERACY%20CURRICULUM/CCSS%20Exemplar%20Lessons/City%20Schools_Grade%205_Lesson%20Set%20One_Student%20Sheets.pdf
https://www.bcpss.org/bbcswebdav/institution/CURRICULUM/LITERACY%20CURRICULUM/CCSS%20Exemplar%20Lessons/City%20Schools_Grade%205_Lesson%20Set%20One_Student%20Sheets.pdf
http://www.abcteach.com/free/w/writingprompts_ellisisland.pdf
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/immigration/pdf/teacher_guide.pdf
http://www.pantheon.org/areas/folklore/folktales/
http://www.worldoftales.com/folktales.html
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Learning Activities to Support Tasks 

 
 

RL.5.3 
 
 
To compare/contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or 
drama, and to explain the relationships or interactions between two or more 
individuals, events, procedures, ideas, or concepts: 

 Have students identify the wants or needs of key characters and parts of the 

story where their different wants and needs conflict. 

 

 Have students create graphic organizers (Venn diagrams, two-column notes, 

double-bubble Thinking Maps) to record information about what is similar and 

different about characters and their families, their communities, and their 

beliefs.  Look at settings and major events through the same bifocals:  What 

might the author want us to notice through these sharp contrasts? 

 

 Model how to write a comparison piece and then model how to write contrast 

using graphic organizers.  Co-construct a comparison/contrast piece with 

students using a shared text. 

 

 Help students determine why something happened as it did.  This will help 

them begin to identify cause and effect relationships between concepts, 

people, and events in informational text. 

 
 
 

To draw from specific details and key details in the text and to summarize: 

 Model summarizing the text by thinking aloud and using specific words, 

phrases, and sentences. 

 

 Have students write their own summaries, highlighting where they have used 

specific text details. 

 
 
To help your English Language learners, try this: 

 Guide a small group of students through a text and discuss setting and 

characters.  Students should each have their own copy of the book or text.  

Help students use vocabulary to describe and explain.  Provide students with 
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graphic organizers.  Talk thorough the task first, then fill in the organizers with 

labels and pictures. 

 

RL.4 
To determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text: 
. 

 Think aloud while reading to the class to show how you puzzle out a word or 

phrase using syntactic, semantic, typographic, etymological, and other types of 

information to decipher words.  Invite students to try a word. 

 

 Teach students to look all around the words phrase as though they’re hunting 

for something on their closet floor!    What clues are on the page?  Does the 

author define it a sentence or two later? 

 

 Point out the way authors use explanations, synonyms, restatement (e.g., in 

other words …), contrast, or antonyms, which can help you know a challenging 

word. 

 

 Encourage students to mark unknown words in their texts with sticky notes as 

they are reading independently and then to go back and determine meaning.  

Check in with students in small group or in conferences on how they are using 

this strategy. 

 

 Use a shared text to have students highlight unknown words and annotate in 

the margins. 

 

 When working with the whole class or small groups or conferring one-on-one 

with students, encourage them to acknowledge when they don’t know a word 

or phrase. 

 
 

To determine the meaning of figurative language such as metaphors and 
similes: 

 Choose texts rich with figurative language and discuss the language as you 

read aloud to the class. 

 

 Teach explicitly the different types of figurative language (simile, metaphor, 

analogy, personification, etc.) and why they are used in text.  Keep class charts 

of examples of figurative language from shared texts or have students record 

examples in their writing notebooks or journals. 
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 Use shared texts of poetry under a document camera or projected on an 

interactive whiteboard to find examples of figurative language, name them, and 

annotate how they lead to meaning of the text or create visual and sensory 

images. 

 
To distinguish between literal and nonliteral language: 

 Think aloud using a shared text (or screen or under a document camera) to 

highlight in one color literal language – and in another color nonliteral 

language, discussing how they are different and how they lead to overall 

understanding of the text. 

 

 Identify nonliteral language and discuss what it means within the text; then 

determine the literal meaning of those words; then model, or ask students, to 

determine, in light of how they are used, the figurative or nonliteral meaning. 

 

 Continue to explicitly draw attention to literal and non-literal language in shared 

texts. 

 
 

To help your English language learners, try this: 

 Create pictures for words and visual representations for figurative language.  

Use these words as often as possible, speaking them aloud so students hear 

them used in context and pronounced correctly.  Write words, model 

pronunciation, and provide opportunities for students to use it often in context. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W.5.3 
To write narratives about real or imagined experiences: 

 

 Guide students through the process of creating a story map, storyboard, or 

other graphic form that allows them to identify, discuss, and arrange the 

different events or scenes in the story. 

 

 Generate with students or provide a list of the elements of an effective 

narrative of the story you are assigning.  Explicitly teach these elements as you 
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read and share a variety of narratives – picture books, novels, memoir, short 

stories, and so on. 

 
 

To have students set out a problem or create a situation in a narrative: 

 Discuss the problems in books that have been shared in class.  Keep a class 

chart of the types of problems encountered. 

 

 Read a short story (or stories) and discuss the problem. 

 

 Establish a problem up front that the story will examine and the protagonist will 

solve after a series of scenarios richly imagined. 

 

 Ask students to imagine a situation in rich detail (perhaps inspired by another 

book they have read or a subject they studied) and then describe how 

characters (or they, if it is a personal narrative) responded and changed over 

the course of the story. 

 

 Lead students through the creation of a detailed observation about an event, 

process, or experience, guiding them by examples and questions that prompt 

them to add sensory details; then generate with them questions they should 

ask and apply to their narrative as they write. 

 

 Have students use graphic organizers to identify the problem and then how 

that problem will affect the story and the sequence of events. 

 
 
 
 

To have students sequence events in a coherent way throughout a narrative: 

 Have students create storyboards of the main events or episodes in their story. 

 

 Have students fold paper into three sections and label them beginning, middle, 

and ending.  Students jot notes in each section or sketch what will happen. 

 

 Have students write on index cards key events in the narrative they are 

creating; then ask them to arrange them in different ways, stopping to explain 

to others what they are thinking, until they find the sequence that best works 

with the story they are trying to tell. 

 

 Use graphic organizers or thinking maps to organize the sequence of events. 

 
 

To help your English language learners, try this: 
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 Give students the opportunity to draw out the story first as a cartoon strip with 

notes and captions and speech bubbles for dialogue, in their own language if 

they prefer, before asking them to write the story; give them the chance to tell 

their story before writing it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


